
Questions about greenhouse gas

Here are some questions about greenhouse gases, along with their respective 
answers:

1. What are greenhouse gases?

• Answer: Greenhouse gases are gases in the Earth's atmosphere that trap
and radiate heat, contributing to the greenhouse effect. They include 
carbon dioxide (CO₂), methane (CH₄), nitrous oxide (N₂O), fluorinated 
gases, and water vapour.

2. What is the primary source of carbon dioxide emissions?

• Answer: The burning of fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and natural gas for 
energy, is the primary source of carbon dioxide emissions. Deforestation
and land-use changes also contribute to increased CO₂ levels.

3. How does methane contribute to the greenhouse effect?

• Answer: Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, trapping more heat than 
carbon dioxide over a shorter period. It is released during the 
production and transport of coal, oil, and natural gas, as well as from 
livestock and other agricultural practices.

4. What human activities release nitrous oxide into the atmosphere?

• Answer: Nitrous oxide is released from agricultural and industrial 
activities, as well as from the burning of fossil fuels and solid waste. It is 
a byproduct of certain agricultural practices, such as the use of synthetic
fertilisers.

5. Why are fluorinated gases considered potent greenhouse gases?

• Answer: Fluorinated gases, such as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), 
perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF₆), have high global 
warming potentials, meaning they trap a significant amount of heat in 
the atmosphere. They are commonly used in refrigeration, air 
conditioning, and electronics.

6. How does the greenhouse effect work?

• Answer: The greenhouse effect is a natural process where greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere trap some of the sun's energy, preventing it 



from escaping back into space. This trapped heat warms the Earth's 
surface and is essential for maintaining a habitable temperature.

7. What is the enhanced greenhouse effect?

• Answer: The enhanced greenhouse effect refers to the additional 
warming of the Earth's surface due to increased concentrations of 
greenhouse gases, primarily from human activities. This leads to an 
imbalance and contributes to global warming.

8. How do greenhouse gases contribute to climate change?

• Answer: Greenhouse gases trap heat in the Earth's atmosphere, leading 
to an increase in average global temperatures. This warming contributes
to changes in climate patterns, including more frequent and severe 
heatwaves, altered precipitation, and rising sea levels.

9. What are carbon sinks, and how do they relate to greenhouse gases?

• Answer: Carbon sinks are natural or artificial reservoirs that absorb 
more carbon than they release. Forests, oceans, and soil are examples 
of carbon sinks. They play a crucial role in balancing the carbon cycle by 
absorbing and storing excess carbon dioxide.

10.What are some strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions?

• Answer: Strategies include transitioning to renewable energy sources, 
improving energy efficiency, protecting and restoring forests, promoting 
sustainable agriculture practices, and developing technologies to 
capture and store greenhouse gas emissions.

These questions cover various aspects of greenhouse gases, their sources, and their 
impact on the Earth's climate, as well as strategies to mitigate their effects.
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