
Questions about carbon water and sunlight:  

Here are some questions about the relationship between carbon, water, and 
sunlight, along with their respective answers:

1. How does carbon dioxide play a role in photosynthesis?

• Answer: During photosynthesis, plants use carbon dioxide (CO₂) from 
the air, along with water and sunlight, to produce glucose and oxygen. 
This process is the foundation of the carbon cycle and is crucial for plant
growth.

2. What is the significance of water in photosynthesis?

• Answer: Water is a critical component of photosynthesis. Plants absorb 
water from the soil through their roots and use it in conjunction with 
carbon dioxide to produce glucose and oxygen during photosynthesis. 
Water also helps transport nutrients within the plant.

3. How is sunlight involved in the process of photosynthesis?

• Answer: Sunlight is the energy source for photosynthesis. During the 
light-dependent reactions, pigments in plant cells capture sunlight, 
converting it into chemical energy stored in molecules like ATP and 
NADPH. This energy is then used in the synthesis of glucose during the 
light-independent reactions.

4. What role does chlorophyll play in the interaction between carbon, water, 
and sunlight?

• Answer: Chlorophyll, the green pigment in plant cells, plays a crucial role
in capturing sunlight during photosynthesis. It absorbs light energy and 
uses it to convert carbon dioxide and water into glucose and oxygen. 
Chlorophyll is essential for the absorption of light in the visible 
spectrum.

5. How does carbon dioxide concentration affect plant growth?

• Answer: Adequate carbon dioxide levels are essential for efficient 
photosynthesis. Increased carbon dioxide concentrations can enhance 
photosynthetic rates and improve plant growth under certain 
conditions, making it a critical factor in optimising agricultural practices.

6. What happens to the water used in photosynthesis?



• Answer: Water molecules are split during the light-dependent reactions 
of photosynthesis, releasing oxygen and providing electrons and 
protons. The oxygen is released into the atmosphere, while the 
electrons and protons are used to convert carbon dioxide into glucose.

7. How do plants use the glucose produced in photosynthesis?

• Answer: Plants use glucose as a source of energy for various metabolic 
processes. It is utilised in cellular respiration to produce ATP, the energy 
currency of cells. Excess glucose can also be stored as starch for later 
use.

8. How does the availability of sunlight affect the rate of photosynthesis?

• Answer: The rate of photosynthesis is influenced by the availability of 
sunlight. Higher light intensity generally increases the rate of 
photosynthesis, up to a certain saturation point. Insufficient sunlight can
limit the process, impacting plant growth.

9. Can the carbon in glucose be returned to the atmosphere?

• Answer: Yes, the carbon in glucose can be returned to the atmosphere 
through processes like cellular respiration. During respiration, 
organisms, including plants, break down glucose to release energy, 
producing carbon dioxide as a byproduct.

These questions and answers provide insights into the interconnected processes of 
photosynthesis, where carbon, water, and sunlight play pivotal roles in sustaining 
plant life and influencing ecosystems.
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